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Ray’s present attorneys, 
lerv/aW and James H. Lesar of VVash- 
Ineton and Robert Livingston of Mem- 
phis. claimed that literary roya ties 
created a conflict of interest (or law- 
vers representing Ray in 19C9. 

Ray was originally represented by 
Birmingham attorney Arthur Hanes but 
fired him four months before pleading 
guilty. Ray claims Hanes promised to 
represent him in exchange for 40 per 
cent of all royalty rights^ 

Bradford Huic's book 
Dreamer.** . _ 


By LAWRENCE BUSER * ^ 

v'' A federal court ruling yesterday nar- • 
'"rowed the scope of James Earl Rays 
I’evidentlary hearing to two major 
» stitutional issues and restricted sobpe- 
fna DOwer to a lOO-mile territorial limit. 

‘ The ruling. Issued by U.S. Dist. 
"judge Robert M. McRae Jr., said the 
t hearing, expected to be sometime in 
: Septem^r, would decide two major^ 

f issues: .* 

V ' • . Whether Ray*s guilty pica 
P March 10. 1969, to the slaying of Dr. 
jMartm Luther King Jr. was made 
^ ‘'intelligently and voluntanly. 
f • Whether Ray had the effective 
i assistance of counsel** when facing the 
; murder charge In Shelby County Cnmi- 

^nal Court. , , 

) McRae’s ruling, made after a pre- 
’ I limlnary hearing Friday.* stated that 
Jthe first ‘issue refers to cpercion. 
^ threats and promises of Ray s alter* 
iTneys before he pleaded guilty, 
r* Ray must prove that his constitution- 
Tal rights were violated before he can 
y withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial 
• for murder, McRae said. / 

I'* At ‘Friday*! prCITinlhary hearingi 
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COMUBRCIAL 


"He Slew the 

Alabama author Huie paid Ray $35,003 
for exclusive rights to information 
about the slaying and for biographical 
material used Ui magazine articles. 

When Hanes was fired. Ray hired 
Houston attorney Percy Foreman and 
agreed to give him 60 per cent of tiie 
book royalties, attorneys for Ray 
said^ 

The conflict-oLintcrest charges that 
Ray’s 1969 attorneys did not properly 
investigate the case were outlined in 
nine ’’most pertinent” points by the 
U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The Cincinnati appellate court granted 
the request for an evidcntiai'y hearing 
on Jan. 29. ^ 

Ray’s present attorneys had asKca 
McRae’s court for power to subpena 
Hanes. Huie, Foreman and possibly 
several others to testify at the eviden- 
tiary hearing. Hanes. Huie and Fore- 
man all live more than 100 miliis from 
Memphis. 

However, despite the lOJ-mile ter- 
ritorial limit in yesterday’s ruling. 
Hanes has notified tlie court that ht 
will appear at the hearing, and a depo- 
sition has been taken from Foieir.an. 
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